THE CATASTROPHE	7i
THE SECOND PHASE: AUTUMN 1933 TO AUTUMN 1934
What has happened since the autumn of 1933 ? Have suffering
and misery, famine and death from starvation now come to an
end, as Soviet propagandists claim? Far from it. As was shown
in the first chapter, there was a temporary improvement after
the new harvest; but the loudest proclamation of the record
yield could not alter the fact that the Russian statistics of
the size of this bountiful harvest were not in agreement with
the real state of affairs.
The Soviet authorities and all the journalists who are
friendly to them telegraphed all over the world that "last year's
magnificent harvest" had yielded 89,000,000 tons, and this
assertion served for months to mislead public opinion on the
Russian situation. Now it is generally admitted to be wrong. It
appears that the statistical authorities in Moscow calculated
the yield, not on the actual figures, but from hypothetical
assumptions, a method differing from their own former practice
and from that of the rest of the world. The record figure,
therefore, was only a theoretical calculation, which did not
tally at all with the actual yield.
After the world had been misled for months by the record
figure of 89,000,000 tons, even the Soviets had to admit that
the figure was a simple estimate, made by non-experts. Accord-
ing to the English press,1 Ossinsky, the head of the Moscow
Statistical Office, himself admitted that the real yield of the
harvest was 30 to 40 per cent less than "could be gauged by the
statistical estimates"; and he incurred the displeasure of high
places on account of his achievements, which had for months
been the basis of all news supplied to foreign countries. In the
Moscow papers, too^ such as Pravda and Za Industrializatsiuy
Ossinsky was quite openly attacked for the "lack of reality5* of
his figures. This, however, did not take place until May: until
then any criticisms of the Moscow figures had been rejected
1 The Times, May 29 and June 251934,

